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Investigation and Stimulation of Immu-
nity in Cancer Patients. Ed. G. MATHEI
and R. WEINER (1974). Springer-Verlag:
Berlin, Heidelberg, New York. Pp. 501.
Price £18.24 net.
This volume consists of 73 papers em-
bracing several contemporary aspects of
cancer immunology. It is divided into
two parts: the investigation of non-specific
and specific immunity in cancer patients
and the stimulation of immunity in experi-
mental and clinical situations.
As is inevitable in a collection of papers
assembled for a major scientific meeting
there is relatively little material which is
original and cannot be gleaned from else-
where. Most authors, however, provide
a comprehensive bibliography and the chief
merit of the book is that it brings together
a considerable diversity of material between
the same covers. In this respect it serves
as a useful compendium of approaches and
ideas extant at the time of the meeting.
(Summer, 1972.) The gap between the
time of the meeting and appearance in
print in this instance is about 3 years and
it should be read with the awareness that
attitudes in some areas (e.g. in vitro testing
for specific tumour immunity) have since
changed decisively.
Certain contributions are undoubtedly
more worthwhile than others. Some are
written up as full papers with considerable
experimental detail and analyses of results.
Others, on the other hand, are very cursory
and/or highly speculative presentations.
These latter are of no intrinsic value as
scientific communications and simply add
useless padding to the literature explosion
in which the entire medico-scientific com-
munity is engulfed. Another category of
paper is technically naive and contains no
applied data, which hardly seems to justify
its appearance in this volume at all.
In several papers there appears to have
been already a critical awareness of the
multiplicity of problems associated with in
vitro and in vivo tests for tumour immunity
in man, which anticipated to some extent
the conclusions of more recent investigations.
The bulk of the text, however, is given over
to the effects of systemic bacterial adjuvants
which directly or indirectly feature in
almost two thirds of the communications.
This is perhaps not surprising, since Mathe
has been an energetic protagonist of their
deployment in the treatment of lympho-
reticular neoplasia. The interests of those
whose primary interests are in this field
will be well served by this useful, if now
somewhat outdated, resum6 of the state
of the art.
M. MOORE
Clinical Cancer Chemotherapy. EZRA M.
GREENSPAN (1975). New York: Raven
Press. Pp. 414. Price $16.50. Amster-
dam: North-Holland. Pp. 431. Price
$18.25.
A comprehensive knowledge and under-
standing of the indications for, and charac-
teristics of, any drug are important and
this applies particularly to the field of
cancer chemotherapy. The correct choice
of drug or drug combination may decide
the difference between success and failure.
It is essential therefore that clinicians in-
volved in the management of patients with
malignant disease have a working knowledge
of the drugs that they prescribe.
This multi-author volume is a compre-
hensive guide to cancer chemotherapy.
There are three introductory chapters; the
basis ofdrug combinations, molecular biology
and aspects of clinical pharmacology. This
is followed by individual chapters on all
the tumours falling within the range of the
chemotherapist. Detailed schedules are dis-
cussed, together with precautions and side
effects. In general, all are well written and
some of the illustrated figures provide an
excellent summary for revision purposes.
In some instances individual patient histories
are quoted which I feel detract from the
general high standard. Similarly, there is
a mixture of generic and proprietary names
given to many drugs and such a practice is
to be deprecated.
These facts apart, however, the general
standard is good. On many occasions, by
the time a text on cancer therapy is pub-